
MINUTES OF THE  
COMMUNITY SUSTAINABILITY COUNCIL 

REGULAR MEETING 
MAY 21, 2012 

 
 
 

The regular meeting of the Community Sustainability Council was held on Monday, May 21, 
2012 in the Plaza Level Conference Room of the Melvin Municipal Office Building, commencing 
at 3:00 p.m. The following members were present:  Co-Chairs Joel Landau and Bob Powell, Eric 
Hoekstra, Tom Clary, Tom Duckwall, Terri Hancock, Carolyn Allen, and Art Davis. Staff present 
included Steve Randall, Caitlin Warren, and Valencia Roner. 
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES FROM MARCH 12, 1012 MEETING: 
 
Mr. Hoekstra moved to approve the minutes from the March 12, 1012 meeting, seconded by  
Mr. Davis. The Council voted unanimously 6-0 in favor of the motion. (Ayes:  Landau, Hoekstra, 
Duckwall, Hancock, Allen, Davis. Nays:  None.) 
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES FROM APRIL 9, 2012 MEETING: 
 
Mr. Davis moved to approve the minutes from the April 9, 1012 meeting, seconded by Ms. Allen. 
The Council voted unanimously 6-0 in favor of the motion. (Ayes:  Landau, Hoekstra, Duckwall, 
Hancock, Allen, Davis. Nays:  None.) 
 
ENERGY GRANTS UPDATE: 
 
Ms. Roner stated that the formula grant will come to an end in August, 2012. All of the funds 
have been encumbered and are in process of being spent. A tentative audit by the Department 
of Energy is planned for July, 2012 as the grant comes to an end. 
 
Ms. Roner informed the Council that there are 955 applications to-date for the BetterBuildings 
grant and 80 upgrades have been completed. In addition, a partnership with Greensboro 
Housing Authority is being considered that could increase lower income grant households as 
much as 400 units. She said that a minor repair program is being instituted that would help get 
homes assessment-ready. An education and outreach event will occur in the Kirkwood 
Neighborhood on May 26, 2012 at Guilford Park Presbyterian Church from 3:00 p.m. until 5:00 
p.m. and at Irving Park Elementary School on May 29, 2012 from 7:00 p.m. until 9:00 p.m. 
 
Mr. Clary joined the meeting at 3:15 p.m. 
 
Co-Chair Powell joined the meeting at 3:17 p.m. 
 
CSC PROPOSED WORK PLAN AND STRUCTURE: 
 
Co-Chair Powell referenced the proposed work plan and structure as distributed to members.  
He proposed that the CSC begin meeting quarterly leaving three more meetings, including this 
meeting, during 2012. 
 
At the current meeting and each of the remaining two meetings, the CSC would address one of 
the three recommendations and complete it before the next meeting. 
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The recommendations are as follows: 
 
(1)  Work on the following four items in the Sustainability Action Plan (SAP) by the August, 2012 
meeting. 
 
(a)  Cash Flow Sustainability Account 
(b)  Green Fair/Fun Fourth activity 
(c)  Contribute to the Waste Management Task Force 
(d)  Complete the Green Technology strategy section 
 
(2)  In August, 2012 begin to conduct an in-depth review of the SAP based on staff analysis. 
The CSC would recommend actions to be added, modified, or deleted. All seven subcommittees 
coming out of the SAP would be up and running by August, 2012.  
 
(3)  At the November, 2012 meeting the CSC will determine how the SAP actions will be 
implemented with recommendations made to City Council on how to update the Plan. By-laws 
and the basis for CSC membership would be addressed at this meeting.  
 
Members discussed the four items from the SAP. 
 
Co-Chair Landau informed the Group that Councilwoman Nancy Hoffman recently spoke with 
Denise Turner, Interim City Manager, about the Cash Flow Sustainability Account. Although it is 
not part of the current budget, staff will explore what is involved with putting it into effect within 
the next several months. Mr. Randall updated members on sources of energy savings in City 
Operations. 
 
Co-Chair Powell, Ms. Hancock, Mr. Davis, and Mr. Giles have met with the Fun Fourth 
Committee and a location has been designated for the CSC at the event. Lists of potential 
participants are being compiled and Mr. Giles plans to get information out to the different 
groups. It is hoped that at least twenty groups will participate in the event. Co-Chair Powell 
asked members for their help in planning details of booth activities. The event will be from 10:00 
a.m. until 4:00 p.m. on Wednesday, July 4, 2012. 
 
Co-Chair Powell stated that it was decided at the last meeting that Ms. Hancock would be a 
good liaison between the CSC and the Waste Management Task Force. Mr. Sheldon Smith has 
indicated he is open to the CSC's interest in the Task Force. Members discussed what value 
they could bring to the Task Force along with the possibility of giving a presentation in the 
future.  
 
Co-Chair Powell stated that there are groups in the City poised to work on the Green 
Technology strategy section of the SAP, specifically a group at A&T University currently 
organizing to work with green businesses. The CSC discussed identifying and studying what it 
takes for a green business to thrive and what help would be necessary for success to occur.  
 
Following discussion, Mr. Davis moved to adopt the proposal as presented, seconded by       
Mr. Clary. The Council voted unanimously 8-0 in favor of the motion.  
 
CSC members volunteered to help with the Fun Forth celebration. Co-Chairs Powell and 
Landau, Mr. Hoekstra, Mr. Duckwall, Mr. Davis, and Mr. Clary agreed to help in the booth.      
Mr. Giles plans to send out and follow-up an e-mail from the CSC with information to potential 
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participants. Ms. Allen said that she would help contact individuals with information and         
Ms. Hancock offered help with planning the event. 
 
The Group volunteered to work on the four SAP subcommittees, as referenced in the first 
recommendation, as follows: 
 
Cash Flow Sustainability Account: 
Co-Chair Landau, Mr. Duckwall 
 
Green Fair/Fun Fourth event: 
Co-Chair Powell, Ms. Hancock, Mr. Davis 
 
Waste Management Task Force: 
Ms. Hancock, Mr. Hoekstra, Ms. Allen 
 
Green Technology Task Force: 
Mr. Duckwall, Mr. Clary, Co-Chair Powell 
 
In preparation for the August meeting, members volunteered for the following seven 
subcommittees and chairpersons were assigned: 
 
Transportation/Land Use: 
Mr. Clary, Chair; Ms. Sanford (tentative) 
 
Green Jobs and Buildings: 
Co-Chair Powell, Chair; Mr. Giles (tentative) 
 
City Operations: 
Co-Chair Landau, Chair; Mr. Duckwall  
 
Waste Reduction and Recycling: 
Ms. Hancock, Chair; Ms. Allen; Mr. Hoekstra  
 
Nature in the City: 
Ms. Allen, Chair; Mr. Kollar (tentative) 
 
Education and Outreach: 
Mr. Davis, Chair; Ms. Hancock 
 
Green Technology: 
Mr. Duckwall, Chair; Co-Chair Powell; Mr. Clary 
 
Each committee will recruit volunteers from the community. 
 
ITEMS FROM COUNCIL MEMBERS: 
 
Mr. Davis pointed out that representatives are needed from Districts 2 and 4.  
 
ACKNOWLEDGEMENT OF ABSENCES: 
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Ms. Allen moved to acknowledge the absences of Mr. Giles, Ms. Sanford, and Mr. Kollar, 
seconded by Mr. Duckwall. The Council voted unanimously 8-0 in favor of the motion. 
 
ADJOURNMENT: 
 
There being no further business before the Group, the meeting adjourned at 4:35 p.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
Joel Landau 
Co-Chairman 
 
JL:sm/jd 


